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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel, amend, retain, add claims as follows: 
1. (Currently Amended) A bird feeder comprising a housing 
and a plurality of modular hopper elements, said housing 
including a base underlying and supporting said hopper elements 
and a roof overlying said hopper elements, each hopper element 
including a floor and upstanding walls together defining an 
internal cavity for receiving a quantity of bird food, said walls 
including at least one impermeable side wall and at least one 
front wall including at least one feed aperture through which 
birds may access bird food within said cavity, an impermeable 
side wall of each hopper element being juxtaposed to an 
impermeable side wall of at least one other hopper element in an 
assembled relationship of said hopper elements, said housing 
further including a central post interconnecting said base and 
said roof, a support ring being carried by said post and having 
an upstanding finger for each of said plurality of hopper 
elements, each hopper element including a shoulder portion 
defining an aperture slidably receivable over one of said 
fingers, and each hopper element being removable from said 
housing to be cleaned, refilled and/or replaced when empty 
without removing any other hopper element from said housing. 



3 



Serial No. : 10/687, 867 
Atty. Docket No.: P67441US1 

2. (Original) The bird feeder of claim 1, wherein each of 
said hopper elements is tapered from an enlarged upper portion to 
a smaller lower portion. 

3. (Original) The bird feeder of claim 1 wherein said 
hopper assembly is generally f rustoconical and each of said 
hopper elements defines a segment of said hopper assembly. 

4. (Original) The bird feeder of claim 3 wherein each 
hopper element includes a pair of impermeable side walls 
interconnected by said front wall, said impermeable side walls of 
each hopper element being juxtaposed to an impermeable side wall 
of two adjacent hopper elements in said hopper assembly. 

5. (Original) The bird feeder of claim 4 wherein said 
hopper assembly includes three hopper elements, each hopper 
element including two impermeable side walls extending at about 
120 degrees to each other, and a curved front wall. 

6. (Original) The bird feeder of claim 5 further including 
a plurality of feed apertures in said curved front wall defining 
feed ports. 
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7 . (Canceled) . 

8. (Currently Amended) The bird feeder of claim JL_ S J- 
wherein each hopper element further includes tapered lower 
portions defining a terminal foot portion, said base including 
upstanding portions defining complementary- shaped wells to 
slidably receive said foot portion of said hopper element. 

Claims 9-12 (Canceled) . 

13. (Currently Amended) The bird feeder of claim 1, further 
including portions of said roof extending beyond the upper 
portions of said hopper elements and overhanging said base to 
protect said hopper elements and said base from the elements 
weather . 

Claims 14-18. (Canceled). 

19. (New) A bird feeder comprising a central post, carrying 
a support ring near an upper end of said post, and a plurality of 
modular hopper elements, each hopper element including a floor 
and upstanding walls together defining an internal cavity for 
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receiving a quantity of bird food, said walls including at least 
one side wall and at least one front wall having at least one 
feed aperture through which birds may access bird food within 
said cavity, a side wall of each hopper element being juxtaposed 
against a side wall of at least one other hopper element in an 
assembled relationship of said hopper elements, and each hopper 
element having a structure adjacent its upper end for securing 
said hopper elements to said support ring. 

20. (New) The bird feeder of claim 19, wherein said front 
walls are curved such that said plurality of hopper elements in 
said assembled relationship form a f rustoconical shape tapering 
downwardly, with each of said hopper elements defining a segment 
of said hopper assembly. 

21. (New) The bird feeder of claim 19, wherein said 
structure for securing said hopper elements includes a shoulder 
portion defining an aperture that is slidably receivable over one 
of a plurality of fingers projecting upwardly from said support 
ring . 
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22. (New) The bird feeder of claim 21, wherein each hopper 
element has two side walls, inner edges of said side walls being 
connected by an arcuate wall that faces said central post, the 
upper end of said arcuate wall being terminated in said shoulder 
portion. 

23. (New) The bird feeder of claim 19, further comprising a 
base underlying and supporting said hopper elements and a roof 
overlying said hopper elements. 

24. (New) The bird feeder of claim 20, wherein said hopper 
assembly includes three hopper elements, each hopper element 
including two side walls extending at about 12 0 degrees to each 
other. 

25. (New) The bird feeder of claim 19, wherein each hopper 
element is removable from said assembly to be cleaned, refilled 
and/or replaced when empty without removing any other hopper 
element from said assembly. 

26. (New) A bird feeder comprising a housing and a 
plurality of modular hopper elements, said housing including a 
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base underlying and supporting said hopper elements and a roof 
overlying said hopper elements, each hopper element including a 
floor and upstanding walls together defining an internal cavity 
for receiving a quantity of bird food, said walls of each hopper 
element defining a f rustoconical segment with a curved front wall 
including at least one feed aperture through which birds may 
access bird food within said cavity, a side wall of each hopper 
element being juxtaposed to a side wall of at least one other 
hopper element, when assembled, in which said plurality of hopper 
elements together form a f rustoconical shape tapering downwardly, 
each hopper element being removable from said housing to be 
cleaned, refilled and/or replaced without removing any other 
hopper element from said housing. 

27. (New) The bird feeder of claim 2 6 wherein said hopper 
assembly includes three hopper elements, each hopper element 
including two side walls extending at about 12 0 degrees to each 
other. 

28. (New) The bird feeder of claim 26, further comprising a 
central post connecting said base and said roof, each hopper 
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element having two side walls with inner edges of said side walls 
being connected by an arcuate wall that faces said central post. 

29. (New) The bird feeder of claim 28, further comprising a 
support ring carried by said central post near an upper end 
thereof, said hopper elements being secured to said support ring. 

30. (New) The bird feeder of claim 28, further comprising 
an enlarged spacer ring carried by said post near a lower end 
thereof and abutting against said arcuate wall. 
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